
AQA Language paper 1 Reading – Homework choice extract 

 

Oh, a wonderful pudding! Bob Cratchit said, and calmly too, that he regarded it as the greatest 

success achieved by Mrs. Cratchit since their marriage. Mrs. Cratchit said that now the weight was 

off her mind, she would confess she had had her doubts about the quantity of flour. Everybody had 

something to say about it, but nobody said or thought it was at all a small pudding for a large family. 

It would have been flat heresy to do so. Any Cratchit would have blushed to hint at such a thing. At 

last the dinner was all done, the cloth was cleared, the hearth swept, and the fire made up. The 

compound in the jug being tasted, and considered perfect, apples and oranges were put upon the 

table, and a shovel-full of chestnuts on the fire. Then all the Cratchit family drew round the hearth, 

in what Bob Cratchit called a circle, meaning half a one; and at Bob Cratchit’s elbow stood the family 

display of glass. Two tumblers, and a custard-cup without a handle. These held the hot stuff from the 

jug, however, as well as golden goblets would have done; and Bob served it out with beaming looks, 

while the chestnuts on the fire sputtered and cracked noisily. Then Bob proposed: “A Merry 

Christmas to us all, my dears. God bless us!” Which all the family re-echoed. “God bless us every 

one!” said Tiny Tim, the last of all. He sat very close to his father’s side upon his little stool. Bob held 

his withered little hand in his, as if he loved the child, and wished to keep him by his side, and 

dreaded that he might be taken from him. 

 

 

Q4) A student has said “The writer makes the audience feel sorry for the Cratchitt family”.   

To what extent do you agree? 

 

You could focus on: 

 Your own impression of the Cratchitt family 

 The techniques used by the writer to create that impression 

 Support your response with evidence from the text. 
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“Ladies,” said he, turning to his family, “Miss Temple, teachers, and children, you all see this girl?” Of 

course they did; for I felt their eyes directed like burning-glasses against my scorched skin. “You see 

she is yet young; you observe she possesses the ordinary form of childhood; God has graciously 

given her the shape that He has given to all of us; no signal deformity points her out as a marked 

character. Who would think that the Evil One had already found a servant and agent in her? Yet 

such, I grieve to say, is the case.” A pause—in which I began to steady the palsy of my nerves, and to 

feel that the Rubicon was passed; and that the trial, no longer to be shirked, must be firmly 

sustained. “My dear children,” pursued the black marble clergyman, with pathos, “this is a sad, a 

melancholy occasion; for it becomes my duty to warn you, that this girl, who might be one of God’s 

own lambs, is a little castaway: not a member of the true flock, but evidently an interloper and an 

alien. You must be on your guard against her; you must shun her example; if necessary, avoid her 

company, exclude her from your sports, and shut her out from your converse. Teachers, you must 

watch her: keep your eyes on her movements, weigh well her words, scrutinise her actions, punish 

her body to save her soul: if, indeed, such salvation be possible, for (my tongue falters while I tell it) 

this girl, this child, the native of a Christian land, worse than many a little heathen who says its 

prayer 

 

 

Q4) A student has said “The writer makes the audience feel that Jane is a victim”.   

To what extent do you agree? 

 

You could focus on: 

 Your own impression of Jane 

 The techniques used by the writer to create that impression 

 Support your response with evidence from the text. 
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"You can now have nothing further to say," she resentfully answered. "You have insulted me in every 

possible method. I must beg to return to the house." And she rose as she spoke. Lady Catherine rose 

also, and they turned back. Her ladyship was highly incensed. "You have no regard, then, for the 

honour and credit of my nephew! Unfeeling, selfish girl! Do you not consider that a connection with 

you must disgrace him in the eyes of everybody?" "Lady Catherine, I have nothing further to say. You 

know my sentiments." "You are then resolved to have him?" "I have said no such thing. I am only 

resolved to act in that manner, which will, in my own opinion, constitute my happiness, without 

reference to you, or to any person so wholly unconnected with me." "It is well. You refuse, then, to 

oblige me. You refuse to obey the claims of duty, honour, and gratitude. You are determined to ruin 

him in the opinion of all his friends, and make him the contempt of the world." "Neither duty, nor 

honour, nor gratitude," replied Elizabeth, "have any possible claim on me, in the present instance. 

No principle of either would be violated by my marriage with Mr. Darcy. And with regard to the 

resentment of his family, or the indignation of the world, if the former were excited by his marrying 

me, it would not give me one moment's concern—and the world in general would have too much 

sense to join in the scorn." 

 

 

 

Q4) A student has said “The writer makes the audience empathise with Elizabeth and shows her as a 

strong woman”.   

To what extent do you agree? 

 

You could focus on: 

 Your own impression of Elizabeth 

 The techniques used by the writer to create that impression 

 Support your response with evidence from the text. 
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At first I had some idea as to the direction in which we were driving; but soon, what with our pace, 

the fog, and my own limited knowledge of London, I lost my bearings and knew nothing save that we 

seemed to be going a very long way. Sherlock Holmes was never at fault, however, and he muttered 

the names as the cab rattled through squares and in and out by tortuous by-streets. "Rochester 

Row," said he. "Now Vincent Square. Now we come out on the Vauxhall Bridge Road. We are making 

for the Surrey side apparently. Yes, I thought so. Now we are on the bridge. You can catch glimpses 

of the river." We did indeed get a fleeting view of a stretch of the Thames, with the lamps shining 

upon the broad, silent water; but our cab dashed on and was soon involved in a labyrinth of streets 

upon the other side. "Wordsworth Road," said my companion. "Priory Road. Lark Hall Lane. 

Stockwell Place. Robert Street. Cold Harbour Lane. Our quest does not appear to take us to very 

fashionable regions." We had indeed reached a questionable and forbidding neighbourhood. Long 

lines of dull brick houses were only relieved by the coarse glare and tawdry brilliancy of public-

houses at the corner. Then came rows of two-storied villas, each with a fronting of miniature garden, 

and then again interminable lines of new, staring brick buildings – the monster tentacles which the 

giant city was throwing out into the country. At last the cab drew up at the third house in a new 

terrace. None of the other houses were inhabited, and that at which we stopped was as dark as its 

neighbours, save for a single glimmer in the kitchen-window. 

 

 

 

Q4) A student has said “The writer makes the audience believe that Holmes is an incredibly 

intelligent character”.   

To what extent do you agree? 

 

You could focus on: 

 Your own impression of Holmes 

 The techniques used by the writer to create that impression 

 Support your response with evidence from the text. 

 


