Analysis worksheet for Bryson extract 
1
Underline three phrases which show Bryson’s different views about Liverpool. Write your ideas in the bubbles.

2
Underline three phrases and explain how they make you feel about Liverpool. Write your ideas in the squares.

3
How does Bryson engage the reader’s interest? Find and label an example of each of the devices in the circles.

I took a train to Liverpool. They were having a festival of litter when I arrived. Citizens had taken time off from their busy activities to add crisp packets, empty cigarette boxes, and carrier-bags to the otherwise bland and neglected landscape. They fluttered gaily in the bushes and brought colour and texture to pavements and gutters. And to think that elsewhere we stick these objects in rubbish bags….

Here’s a piece of advice for you. Don’t go on the Mersey ferry unless you are prepared to have the famous song by Gerry and the Pacemakers running through your head for about eleven days afterwards. They play it when you board the ferry and they play it when you get off and for quite a lot of time in between. I went on it the following morning thinking a bit of a sitdown and a cruise on the water would be just the way to ease myself out of a killer hangover, but in fact the inescapable sound of ‘Ferry ’cross the Mersey’ only worsened my cranial plight. Apart from that, it must be said that the Mersey ferry is an agreeable, if decidedly breezy, way of passing a morning. It’s a bit like the Sydney Harbour cruise, but without Sydney.

Now don’t get me wrong. I’m exceedingly fond of Liverpool. It’s probably my favourite English city. But it does rather feel like a place with more past than future. Leaning on a deck rail gazing out on miles of motionless waterfront, it was impossible to believe that until quite recently – and for two hundred proud and prosperous years before that – Liverpool’s 10 miles of docks and shipyards provided employment for 100,000 people, directly or indirectly.
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